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CONTRIBUTORS

BECCA HEMSLEY
Becca Hensley is based in ;
Austin, bur rarely home. She L
has published work in hundreds ‘._i
of magazines and newspapers,
'lnr_luding Avistin Asrverican-
.S?ﬂl’ﬁﬂ'ff‘?f, I}Jmﬂ'fﬂ' \()-Iﬂr.'ltl.d

Self” For this issue, she wrote
about Departure Lounge in
Austin. "] loved writing about
fellow travel aficionado and
oenophile Keith Waldon and his
Departure Lounge,” Hensley says.
“It’s a rransporting portal that
awakens the desire to journey.”

HELEN THOMPSON

Helen Thompson is a nationally known writer whose
areas of specialty are interior design, archirecture, kirchen
design and food. She has wrirten and produced arrticles
for Eile Decor, Arehiteceural Digest, House Beausiful,
Martha Steware Living and many other magazines. For
this issue, she takes us into the Dallas home of Mary and
Neil Dorflinger, whose house was designed by LaRue
Ardllltﬂ: ts GF ALISrIU]. HI Cﬂ“kt Iflllffﬂbfl' Writil‘!g :ll:H:ul‘ a
}lﬂll&l‘ \'\'h('rf t‘llt‘ thllfO\V[](‘rs are as ]'HIPPY o b(' tl‘l(‘rr as
the Dorfingers are,” Thompson says. “It made me happy
ta hear them describe a home that's welcoming from the
moment a visitor drives into the drive and sees Mary
watching for them from the kitchen window.”

SPRING/SUMMER 2015

DROR BALDINGER

Dror Baldinger, AIA, is an
architectural phorographer
based in San Antonio. When
}lc \']I-Silfd ]iﬂ'l GC'\ViI]l}fl"S
]:T('dﬂ‘fil:ksbll rg hﬂl‘[l(‘ rﬂ]' Thf
first time, he assumed he was
going to see just another Hill
Country house, “Jim's house is
nothing like thar,” Baldinger
says. “When the house comes
into view after turning a
corner, it is both stunning and
unexpected.”

DAMN PIASSICK

“I was ljorn ﬂl'lcl l'nliscd iIl DJJL'IS ﬂIld I'I-'I\-'C I.)fcl]
.shcmring on my own for the past 18 yea s, says
photogmphcl Dan Pi-‘lssick, who lives with his wifc
and three dogs in a 1926 bungalow in East Dallas.
“In that time, I have been lucky encugh to be able
to stick to my ‘anything but weddings” motta.” For
this issue, Piassick photographed a house designed
by Denise McGaha, “Denise is not enly one of my
favorite clients, bur she is one of my favorite people,”
he says. “I am very lucky thar I ger to spend so much
time with such an awesomely creative person.”

STEVEN LINDSEY
Dallas-based writer Steven
Lindsey covered real estate,
shopping and products for this
issue, all of which he found
inspiring. “I'm always amazed

at the creative talent we have in
Dallas, and the stories I worked
on for this issue prove thar our
supply is practically limitless.
From the faux bois pieces in

the Areté Collection and the
beyond-luxe dream kitchens and
bathrooms thar can be created
at E}CP rfssio]ls Horm.‘ G.'lllfl"\' o
rIlC‘ SPEC‘.'ICILI{'U' \'il"“’! :lJ’d Lﬂll]']
Hunt's inspired interiors at the
subpenthouse ar 2900 McKinnon
St., it's enough to give me home
envy for weeks.”
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AUSTIN

BRANCHING

OouT

After almost two decades of

focusing on residential
Austin's Mark Cravotta
on the commercial wo

By Becca Hensley
Phatagraphy by Amanda Elmore
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“If the desired outcome is
formulaic, then we aren’t the right
fir,” says Mark Cravotta, owner of
Austin’s Cravetta Interiors. “Our
clients know they can expect
an environment that's uniquely
designed to fir their personality and
lifestyle. I tell people that they won't

design, ﬁud their pr?jec: in our porttb{{o
g ! unil after we've worked together.
15 TOkIﬂg Currently at work on The

fld. Owerlook ar Lake Austin, a 22-unit
modern-residence conde  project
in Westlake Hills, Cravoerra also
"'l.‘stfl'fl‘il]dfd rh‘.‘ sopl’list]‘c:l‘r}d
r:ﬂoﬂlllg OF‘.’[ Pl'."l'l.hﬂllsf.‘ at tllC‘ Fﬂl]l’
Seasons Residences. Exemplifying
Cravotta’s fine-tuned aesthetics, the opulently appointed
penthouse is a symphony of rich, textural surfaces,
including hand-painted silk-papered ceilings, leather
mosaic walls, patterned wood and ceramie tile. A visual

DESIGM STAR

In one

artist and jcw:‘lry designer before founding his design firm
in 1996, Cravorta brings a keen eye to each project—as
evinced at the Four Seasons penthouse and other one-of-
a-kind home designs. His work can also soon be seen at
Austin chef Nicholas Yanes' Juniper restaurant, set to apen
this summer.

Cravorta’s relationships with local galleries, arrists
and craftsmen is legendary. And his fearless ability two
meld eras, juxtapose contemporary wich vintage, manage
casual beside formal, and urilize bespoke fixtures and
furnishings sets him apart, Touting his biggest influence
as travel, he says his trademark is elegant design that
comes off as “comfortable, beautiful, bur not too
precious.” Because Cravorta approaches each project
as a tabula rasa, he hesitates when asked to commit to
his favorite color scheme for 20135, “I don't like to limit
a color palette based on the calendar, bur I am really
liking a particular shade of dark and moedy teal”

What's up next for Cravorta Interiers? “More
restaurants and our first boutique hotel.” 70 Hrazes St.,
Ste. 300, Austin, 312.499.0400, cravottainteriors.com
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ALL TEXAS

NEW KIDS
ON THE BLOCK

Snooze in style at some of the Lone Star
State’s newesi—and newly renovated—
hostelries. With an emphasis on local flavor,
a reverence for the past and enthusiasm for
the future, these four earn your slumber.

By Becca Hensley

Large and in Charge

The long-awaited 34-story, 1,012-room JW Marriate
A’kllsti]l \\'t'lCﬂIl“.'({ i[s ﬁl'&l gllcS[s il] F‘.'L?l lJ;ll'J\'. Jl]ﬂki[lg‘ Ill []1(:
s:'t:uud-l.‘trgcsl JW Marriott in the world. With interiors
]J}' Chicﬂgﬂ-bﬂs(‘({ Si[nt‘ullc Dl‘:l]'}' Drﬁjg]] Gl'ﬂl]}]. tt'lf."
hotel exudes the artistic and diverse sensibilities of Austin.
Stained oak, agate sconces, Texas limestone and art
installations pay homage to the Hill Country landscape.
In the lobby, an eye-catching copper sculpture designed
by Howard Harris celebrates Austin’s famous urban bat

calony. Rates fram $269 per night, 110 E. Second St., Austin,

24744777, funnarriottaustin, com

info multiple
inferiors.
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HISTORY CLASS
Highlights of the
Soyles Landmark's
Luxce room include o
Victorian bed from
the 18705 ond an
anfique crystal
chondelier.

WARM WELCOME

The lobby of the

W Marrioft Austin
features floor-o-
ceiling metal screens
reministent of
macrameé, positioned

todivide the space ‘

Abilene Reprise

With a room called Judge’s Chambers kirted
out with 13 vinr age baseball glu\'cf. and a suite
christened Hc.wcn!y Rest anchored with 19th
century church pews, the Queen Anne-style Sayles
Landmark proves history has whimsy. One of
Abilene’s most renowned mansions, the former home
of Hattie and Henry Sayles opens as a modern-
day bed-and-breakfast with high-tech amenities
and bygone Hair. The common areas of the Sayles
Landmark, which is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, repurpose artifacts with creative
elan. Consider the back staircase bannister, made
from a section of 100-year-old cemetery fence. Relish
the kirchen island, composed of the glove and scarf
display cabiner rescued from the iconic Minter's
Department Store. Peruse the vintage law books
llsf_“j as '\".lllP:l]Jcl' i)l L]\C llPSl.'Illl'S Il-'l“. "\11\’.{ lf_‘[ tllf_‘ /

Boormaker room take you back with its vintage =
green tin walls, torn from the ceiling of alocal &
baotmaker’s shop, Rates from $1635 prer m'xf-.r, \.')
G42 Suyles Blvel., Abilene, 325.670.9402, ?

sayleslanamark.com

CONTINUED...
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LCONTINUED
Tune Crooning

Key to Austin’s musical history, the Van Zande name will live on
at Hotel Van Zandt, a Kimpton hotel. Due to open this summer,
the 319-room Rainey Street District hotel will embrace Austin's
melodic soul. Touting specialty staff, such as a music event
concierge, and a fourth-floor stage for live music performances, the
hotel features classic Kimpron brand quirkiness, which melds well
with Austin’s idiosyncratic edge. Nevertheless, New York-based
designer Mark Zeff drew influence from Austin's sophisticared
undertone as capiral ciry and university hamler, His use of sleek,
modern, upscale marterials—Iralian wood, gleaming bronze and
shiny granite, to name a few—underscores Austin’s urbanity. Local
artwork marks the walls—most norably a specially commissioned
P'!ﬂ:E b}" TC,W]‘CS vﬂ n Z.'llldf‘s s0n, JT. h 10!.':1\'01\!—&:!:“5:{{ restaurant
.'llld l'l!l.lsic‘.'l] dlfﬂk—ill .'Ilﬂfllirllfs ﬂdd o rhl." }lﬂrflls pizz.'lzz.
Rates from 3350 per night, 605 Davis St., Austin,
&00.546,. 78006, hatelvanzandt.com

INTERIORS SPRING/SUMMER 2015
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SUITE DREAMS
Kotel Van Zondi, set
1o apen in Austin this
SUmmMer, is now
taking reservations
for its 319 rooms and
41 suites.

Eco Inn

The Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek
in Kyle has been glariously renewed.

A haven from traffic and the frenzy of
busy lives, the 16-room property was
Pllldllsfd il'l )_012 I.’YErif Goldm}'tl. FI'IC
Foll ﬂdfr OF bfdﬂljd brf.‘:l chﬂsl «£om, ]lld
John Banczak, the president of the online
company. Knowing a little something
about the hospitality industry, the owners
refurbished the inn last year, with the
goal of coddling guests in sumptuous

digs. Their eco-conscious renewals include

double-sided fireplaces, stand-alone tubs,
commodious sitting porches, river stone
flooring and gourmert kitchens in select
cottages. Improvements to the original
property also add a 3,000-square-foar
deck around the pool, an aversize hot
lub {lﬂfgc Cllollgh fol‘ l'li Smkcl's) J]]d
an i!'l'ln'lfllx Fl[f PI“ H-'l[n“lclckﬁ 1]1'\"“r

repose, and miles DI'}l'Ekiug and birding

trails tease guests into action. The Garden

Spa uses local herbs such as lavender and

juniper for treatments, and Executive Chef

Ryan Castille works with local purveyors
including Dewberry Hills Farms, for
modern-tinged menus. Rates from
S279 per night, 4444 W. FM 150, Kyle,
312.268.1617, sagehill.com

RELAXING RETREAT
Enjoy sweeping Hill

| recently renovaled
B Soge Hill nn Above
Onion Creek.

Country views al the

7
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EXPLORE

AbsTin

TRAVEI: PORTAL_

haven for travel enl
and wine connoisseurs al

Departure Lounge in Austin.
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' 8f Romerlining wo" d-m—-ns uF wine
+ marbls; leather couches and Jacobsen -—g
and blaek; have @ chiarescuro eff U
tl-”nL'qu re |r| a thJ'P 5|3|| n ||-| Lur“:h, save F_‘a hC:II'l Carye: d qu "‘n
du’\r FrOrTI Th:“ll:‘nlﬂ some :lESﬂ'IPIl G“Y Plﬂ:Ed PJ'[DDFI;"I :”ChPr |jnd-0 =
ccdh © tful South Ame weavings. The'real setting, however,
, Depéirfure Lounge, the innovative wine tavern, ¢
krolled into one. Locate /
inc |’||H of travel |ndu5fry veteran Keith Waldon has become
Al ! bl otdl Mnont to b‘-.r a portu| to inspire
' BB A trary
l- |7 . B ELdgehthne
leﬂ'ﬂﬂl!ﬁlﬁtes tolce 1p

1. ; € fa Hﬁll) wood h.c-yda elcm D#pcrlu
llﬂln’l L [j Ne wail to be an interactive discovery zone
WEE NRSRE Wand o destinations;' Waldon-says. Using an e .
= ' # . calted Travel-Persona, on-staff advisors ‘assist fravelers in dslérmil'llnq
% theirbast vgeation .GITIIZI l:noo[-lng it with pErL; c:p|er|1:,f Like the co neept?
.+ beok.for more Départute Lounges in thefuture. Waldon is eyei
. spatin Dollos andariother in Austin. 317 W. Fifth St Ste.
399, deparfureloung&€om —Becca He
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