
SuSundndaay,y, MaMarcrch 1h 15,5, 20201515 BrBreaeakikingng nenewsws atat ststatatesesmaman.n.cocomm

$2.50

ToTodadayy
MoMostlstlyy clocloudyudy..
7070/50/50

MoMondanday:y: IsoIsolatlated sed shohowewersrs.. 72/72/5454
TuTuesesdayday:: 60%60% chachancence ofof rarain.in. 68/68/5858////
WeWednednesdsdayay:: RaRain sin shohowewersrs.. 7070/58/58

BUBUSISINENESSSS,F, F11

YOYOURURWEWEATATHEHER,R,B8B8

SSXXSSWW iinnflfluueennccee
ssttiillll ggrroowwiinnggnn iinn
ggaammiinnggwwoorrlldd

SPSPORORTSTS,, C1C1

SSeelleeccttiioonn
SSuunnddaayy::yyyy WWiillll
HHoorrnnss ggeett bbiidd??

MEMETRTRO&O&STSTATATTTTT E,E,B1B1

BBuussiinneessss aanndd
ffuunn aatt SSXXSSWW
IInntteennnn rraaccttiivvee

AUAUSTSTININ36360,0,D1D1

SSXXSSWW::WWWW AArroouunndd
tthheewwoorrllddwwiitthhiiii
gglloobbaall aarrttiissttss

TRTRAVAVELEL,D,D1010

AA ddiiffffeerreenntt
vviieeww ooff ssttaattee’’ss’’
llaannddmmaarrkkss

Kurdssay ISIS
usespoisongas
Islamic State group in
Iraq reportedly used
chlorine gas against
peshmerga fighters. A3

NATION&WORLD

U.S.planstoslow
Afghanistanpullout

The White House
abandons plans to
cut U.S. forces in
Afghanisf tan to 5,500
by year’s end. A3

POLITIFACTFF
False:
PolitiFact
checks a
statement
by George
P. Bush about the
percentage of Texas
students“trapped
in schools that are
underperforming.”B1

METRO&STATETT

Manorschoolsmove
towarddrugtesting

The plan would
randomly test for drug
use students who
want to participate
in extracurricular
activities. B1

BUSINESS

Telecommutingan
answerfortraffic?

Working from home
might help with Austin’s
increasingly congested
roadways. F1

Austin 360 D1
Business F1
Deaths B4
Insight &g Books E1
Sports C1

To subscribe to the
American-Statesman,
call 445-4040 or visit

statesman.com/subscribe.
Vol. 144 No. 233

© 2015, Austin American-Statesman

BONUS
DIGITAL
CONTENT
Only for subscribers:
Just for Parents Extra.
Get bonus content on
MyStatesman.com and
the Statesman ePaper.

IN THE NEWS

ByBy LilLillyly RoRockckwewellll
lrolrockckwewell@ll@sstatatetesmasman.n.comcom

WhWhenen ththee cicityty spspenent nt neaear-r-
lyly sisix mx mononthths ls lasastt yeyearar exex--
amamininining ig itsts popolilicicieses ararououndnd
SoSoututhh byby SoSoututhhwewestst, o, onene rerec-c-
omommemendndatatioionn cacameme ththrrououghgh
loloudud anand cd clelearar: F: Finind ad a wawayy toto
cucurrtatailil ththe se sizize ae andnd nunumbmberer ofof
alalcocohohol-l-fufueleleded popop-p-upup evevenentsts..

ThThesesee “s“sidide pe parartitieses,”,” dede--
sisigngneded toto prpromomotote ae a brbranand od orr
cocompmpanany,y, arare oe oftftenen ououtdtdoooorr
evevenentsts, s, somometetimimeses heheldld onon
paparkrkining lg lotots is in tn thehe dodownwnttowownn
arareaea, o, oftftenen wiwithth frfreeee boboozozee
anandd mumusisic.c. SoSomeme arare oe offfficiciaiall
SoSoututhh byby SoSoututhhwewestst evevenentsts,,
bubut mt mosost at arere nonot.t.

InIn JaJanunuarary,y, ththee cicityty anan--
nonoununceced id itt wowoululd gd giiveve clclosos--
erer scscrurutitinyny toto evevenentsts duduriringng
ththisis yeyearar’s’s SXSXSWSW weweekek anandd
wowoululdd rereduducece ththee nunumbmberer ofof
popop-p-upup evevenentsts byby 2525 pepercrcenentt..
ItIt evevenen ststopoppeped ad accccepeptitingng peper-r-
mimit at appppliliccatatioionsns FeFeb.b. 1010, s, saay-y-

ining tg thehe cicityty hahadd rereacachehed id itsts
tatargrgetet amamouountnt. B. Butut wiwithth ththee
fefeststivivititieies ns nowow inin fufullll swswiningg,,
ththee cicityty’s’s nunumbmbererss shshowow aa rere--
duductctioion on of lf lesess ts thahan 7n 7 pepercrcenentt,,
frfromom 131333 tetempmpororararyy evevenentsts
lalastst yeyearar toto 12124 t4 thahat ht haaveve teten-n-
tatatitiveve apapprprovovalal ththisis yeyearar..

CiCityty spspokokeseswowomaman An Aliliciciaa
DeDeanan sasaidid ththaat,t, inin ththe ee endnd,,
ofoffificicialalss fofocucusesed md morore oe onn
ththee “s“sizize ae andnd scscopope”e” ofof ththee

evevenentsts,, veversrsusus hihittttining ag a tatar-r-
gegett nunumbmberer.. FoFor ir insnstatancnce,e,
whwhenen coconsnsididererining ag an an apppplilicca-a-
titionon, t, thehe cicityty lolookokeded atat “w“whahatt
elelsese isis gogoining og on nn neextxt dodooror oror
ararououndnd ththe be blolockck?”?” DeDeanan sasaidid..

ThThee cicityty hahad sd stutudidieded ththee
prprololififereratatioion on of sf sidide pe parartitieses asas
papartrt ofof a ba bigiggegerr exexamamininatatioionn
ofof SXSXSWSW sasafefetyty afafteter tr thehe trtragag--

ByBy J.J. DaDavidvid McSMcSaa wawanene
dmcdmcswswaneane@s@statatetesmasman.n.comcom

ThThee foformrmerer lolobbbbyiyistst foforr
AuAuststinin tetechch cocompmpanany 2y 21C1CTT ——
whwhososee cacancnceleleded MeMedidicacaidid anan--
titi-f-frrauaud cd cononttraractct isis shshroroudud--
eded byby scscanandadal al andnd crcrimimininalal inin--
veveststigigatatioionsns —— teteststififieied ld lasastt
momontnth th thahat ht hee wawass rerefeferrrreded toto
woworkrk fofor tr thehe cocompmpananyy byby JaJackck
StSticick,k, ththe de disisgrgracaceded foformrmerer
TeTexaxas os offfficiciaiall whwho so steteerereded mimil-l-
lilionons os of df dolollalarsrs inin nono-b-bidid dedealalss
toto ththe ce comompapanny.y.

DuDuriringng swsworornn teteststimimononyy
lalastst momontnth,h, lolobbbbyiyistst JaJamemess
FrFrininzizi prprovovidideded nenew dw detetaiailsls
ababouout at accccususatatioionsns hehe mamadede
lalastst yeyearar ththatat StSticickk wawass woworkrk--
ining ag as as a ststatatee ofoffificicialal toto grgrowow
2121CTCT anand sd seeeememed pd poioisesedd toto
bebecocomeme a ca comompapanyny exexececututiiveve..

“M“My fy firirstst coconnveversrsatatioion wn witithh
JaJackck wawass exexacactltly ay aboboutut dede--
vevelolopipingng aa roroadad mamapp toto tatakeke
ththe ce comompapanyny pupublblicic toto mamakkee
gegenenerratatioionanall wewealalthth fofor hr himim--
seselflf,”,” FrFrininzizi sasaidid, a, accccorordidingng
toto a 1a 1667-7-papagege dedepoposisititionon trtranan--
scscririptpt obobtatainineded byby ththe Ae Amemeriri--
cacan-n-StStatateesmsmanan..

FrFrininzizi alalsoso teteststififieied td thahat ht hee
wawas is insnstrtrucuctetedd byby a ca comompapa--
nyny exexececututiiveve toto liliee toto ththe me me-e-
didia aa aboboutut hohow Sw Stitickck, h, hisis fofor-r-
memer br bususininesess ps parartntnerer,, wawas ts thehe

2121CTCT cocontintinuenued ond on A13A13

STATESMAN AT SXSW EVENT PERMITS

PePermirmitsts cocontintinuenued ond on A10A10

VeVendondorsrs tatakeke supsuppliplies ies intonto thethe SoSouthuthBitBiteses TrTrailailerer PaParkrk fofood aod and dnd drinrinkk zozonene FrFridaidayy at 6at 604 D04 Drisriskilkilll StSt..“Th“Thisis
SXSXSWSW appappearearss toto be abe as nos normarmal anl and asd as larlargege asas eveverer,”,”sasaidid DaDan Man Machochold,ld, owownerner ofof ShoShowliwlistst AuAuststin,in, whiwhich ich iss
tratrackickingng SXSXSWSW unounofficifficialal papartrtiesies. No. Nott eveveryeryoneone agragreeees.s. PHOPHOTOTOSS BY RABY RALPHLPH BABARRERRRERAA / AME/ AMERICARICAN-SN-STATTATESESMANMAN

FFoorrmmeerr lloobbbbyyiisstt FFrriinnzzii
ggiivveeiiii ss nneewwddeettaaiillss iinn
ccoonnttrraacctt ssccaannddaall..

COCONTNTININUIUINGNG
COCOVEVERRAGAGEE
STSTATATTTTT EECOCONTNTRRACACTITINGNG
SCSCANANDADALL

CCiittyy ooffifficciiaallss hhaadd ppllaannnneedd ttoo rreedduuccee nnuummbbeerr ooff ppoopp--uupp
eevveennttss bbyy 2255%%bbuutt eennddeedd uupp ssccaalliinngg bbaacckk bbyy aabboouutt 77%%

ByBy EriEricc DeDexhexheimeimerr
andand AndAndrreaea BalBalll
ededexexheiheimermer@s@statatetesmasman.n.cocomm
abaaball@ll@sstatatetesmasman.n.comcom

ThThe se sttatatee ofof TeTexaxas hs hasas bebeenen
imimprpropopererlyly coconcnceaealilingng pupublblicic
ininfoformrmatatioion an aboboutut ththouousasandndss
ofof lelegagal sl setettltlememenentsts anand cd couourrtt

jujudgdgmementntss wowortrth mh milillilionons os off
dodollllarars,s, anan AmAmerericicanan-S-Sttatatees-s-
mamann rereviviewew ofof gogovevernrnmementnt lele--
gagall rerecocordrdss shshowows.s.

BuBut it inn rerespspononsese toto a sa se-e-
ririeses ofof opopenen rerecocordrdss rereququeseststs
fifileledd byby ththe ne neewswspapapeper,r, momostst
ststatate ae agegencncieies as agrgreeeedd toto rere-e-ex-x-
amaminine te theheirir popolilicicieses toto mamakkee

susuchch ininfoformrmatatioion mn mororee eaeas-s-
ililyy avavaiailalablblee toto ththe pe pubublilic.c.
SoSomeme coconcncedededed ththe pe payaymementntss
hahaveve bebeenen mimislslababeleleded asas sese--
crcretet. W. Whihilele ththe De Depeparartmtmenentt
ofof CrCrimimininalal JuJuststicice ce conontetendnd--
eded ststatate le lawaw prprohohibibititeded itit frfromom
rerevevealalining sg somome oe of tf thehe ininfofor-r-
mamatitionon,, rerecocordrdss shshowow itit apap--
pepeararss toto hahaveve obobscscurureded momorree
ththanan ththatat ststatatututee wowoululd ad alllloow.w.

SeSeveveraral ol of tf thehe agagenencicieses alal--
soso spsplilit ht haiairsrs. W. Whihilele agagreree-e-

ining tg thehe papaymymenentsts wewerere clcleaearrlyly
pupublblicic rerecocordrds us undnderer ththe le laaw,w,
ththeyey adaddeded td theheyy wewereren’n’tt gogoiningg
toto adadvevertrtiisese ththe ie infnforormamatitionon ——
efeffefectctiivevelyly crcreaeatitingng didiffffererenentt
cacatetegogoririeses ofof pupublblicic rerecocordrds.s.
“W“Whahat tt thahat mt meaeansns isis ththatat ifif
yoyou au asksk fofor ir it,t, yoyouu cacan hn haaveve
itit,”,” sasaidid SySylvlviaia HaHardrdmaman-n-DiDin-n-
glgle,e, gegeneneraral cl couounsnselel fofor tr thehe
DeDepaparrtmtmenent ot off AsAssisiststiiveve anandd

RReeccoorrddss sshhoowwTTeexxaass hhaass bbeeeenn iimmpprrooppeerrllyy ccoonncceeaalliinngg
ppuubblliicc iinnffoorrmmaattiioonnoonn sseettttlleemmeennttsswwoorrtthhmmiilllliioonnss..

STSTATATTTTT ESESMAMANIN INVNVEESTSTIGIGATATESESOPOPENENGOGOVEVERNRNMEMENTNT

SetSettletletttt cocontintinuenued ond on A6A6

THTHEESTSTORORYSYSOOFAFARR
FoFollllowowining ag an An Amemeriricacan-n-
StStatatesesmaman in innveveststigigatatioionn
inintoto a la lucucraratitiveve, n, no-o-bibidd
ststatatee cocontntraractct ththrorougugh th thehe
DeDepapartrtmementnt ofof InInfoformrmatatioionn
ReResosoururceces ws witithh AuAuststinin tetechch
cocompmpananyy 2121CCT,T, fofourur ststatatee
hehealalthth offiofficicialalss reresisigngneded,, aa
pependndining $g $9090 mimillllioion dn deaeal wl witithh
ththee cocompmpananyy wawass cacancnceleleded,,
anandd ststatate ae andnd fefedederaral cl cririmiminanall
prprobobeses wewerere lalaununchcheded..

TheThe BurBurroro
CheCheesesee
KitKitchechenn
disdisplaplaysys itsits
tetempomporarraryy
perpermitmit
foforr fofoodod
serservicvice ine in thethe
SoSouthuthBitBiteses
TrTrailailerer PaParkrk
ararea.ea.



D10 AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN | SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2015

Page 10 CMYK

TRAVEL

By Michael Barnes
mbarnes@statesman.com

Why don’t your Texas vaca-
tion snaps look like this?

Because you are not J. Griff-
is “Griff ” Smith. You did not
spend three decades, before
retiring in August 2014, mak-
ing the state look its best for
Texas Highways magazine.
And you almost certainly
didn’t travel with his uncanny
array of photographic equip-
ment.

Almost every image in “On
the Road with Texas High-
ways,” Smith’s new picture
book from Texas A&M Uni-
versity Press, glows with sub-
lime light, mostly natural, but
some enhanced during the
shoots by devices like hand-
held spotlights that illuminate
fresh angles on his subjects.

“I always look for abstract,
textural scenes or some un-
usual point of view,” Smith
told writer and sometime
photographer E. Dan Klep-
per, who contributed the
book’s introductory essay.
“In fact, I often find myself on
my back to come up with dif-
ferent angles.”

Through March 31, one can
also see a fair share of Smith’s
travel pictures at the Capitol
Visitors Center on East 11th
Street. During a recent visit
to the upstairs gallery, Smith,
bursting with energy — he’s
described by fellow photog-
raphers as a “galactic force”
— explained how he got a va-
riety of shots. The book also
contains some of these lively
anecdotes.

“Barbadillo,” taken in
2009, for instance, is a goofy,
10-foot-tall armadillo sculp-
ture that awaits visitors to the
Perini Ranch Steakhouse in
Buffalo Gap.

“Nanci Liles of the Abilene
Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau convinced me to take
this shot for a story about

the Abilene area,” he says.
“It had been a long day, and
I was exhausted, but I am so
glad she insisted, because this
is one of my favorite photos.”

Some of Smith’s subjects
are already exceedingly well-
known. Typically for those
tough assignments he went
the extra mile to make the fa-
miliar seem somewhat unfa-
miliar.

For example, he treats the
Stevie Ray Vaughan memori-
al on Lady Bird Lake at Audi-
torium Shores as a haunting
“light painting,” a technique
that employs multiple light
sources.

At other times, some of his
subjects could stump even
the most widely traveled Tex-
an. One is a bas-relief sculp-
tural treatment of desert flora
applied to a heavy door at the
Panhandle-Plains Historical
Museum in Canyon.

“It is propped open during
operational hours, so un-
less you look behind it, you’ll
miss this cool carved feature,”
Smith says. “One of the things
I love about my job is having

TEXASFROMALLSIDES
J.Griffis“Griff”Smithsoughtoutunusual angles,
lightingwhenphotographingstate landmarks.

This photograph of Monahans Sandhills State Park is one of Smith’s favorites. J. GRIFFIS SMITH / TEXAS HIGHWAYS

For 30 years, J. Griffis Smith
photographed the Lone Star
State for Texas Highways
magazine.

Smith photographed this neon flag at the Institute of Texan Cultures in
San Antonio in 1985. J. GRIFFIS SMITH / TEXAS HIGHWAYS

J. Griffis Smith photographed Barbadilla, a 10-foot-tall armadillo, at a
steakhouse in Buffalo Gap. J. GRIFFIS SMITH / TEXAS HIGHWAYS

Photographs continued on D12

By Becca Hensley
Special to the American-
Statesman

It started with a bet.
And I am not talking about

the personal wager I have
with myself. That one which
questions my ability to eat the
entire truffle pizza presented
to me at Corviglia’s midmoun-
tain La Marmite, a gastronom-
ic see-and-be-seen restaurant
in St. Moritz, right on the ski
slope. In the case of the piz-
za, I wonder: Can I gobble all
that up and still manage to ski
for the rest of the afternoon?
Maybe. Especially if I take a
sip or two of wine. And, why
not? Everyone else is doing it
— nibbling and tippling in this
snow globe of a glittery social
universe.

Rather, the bet I speak
about has nothing to do with
pizza at all. In fact, it dates

back 150 years to when St.
Moritz was a rustic mountain
hamlet. It’s the challenge that
gave birth to winter sports
mania — and the wager that
transformed this once-sleepy
village into the world’s swank-
iest wintertime playground.
The story goes something like
this: Savvy hotelier Johannes
Badrutt runs a small, sum-
mertime pension in St. Mori-
tz for alpine hikers and trav-

elers seeking a cure for their
pulmonary ailments. He de-
cides to lure them back to
Switzerland in the winter, tell-
ing them that the mountains
would be snow-frosted and
sun-dappled. He teases them
with descriptions of madcap
winter recreation. They falter.
After all, this is a time when
there are not yet trains in the

St. Moritz continued on D12

Placing bets on St. Moritz
Soak in luxury in this
upscale Swiss hamlet.

BUCKETLISTTRIPS

St. Moritz, Switzerland, is a snow globe of a glittery social universe.
SWISS TOURISM

By Xander Peters
xpeters@statesman.com

Clara Bensen, a freelance
writer based in Austin, is
steadfast to her routine.

She wakes up and stares
at the ceiling for a while. She
showers. She meditates. And
then she moseys over to one
of the East Austin coffeehous-
es down the street to see how
many words she can ham-
mer out that day. If Bensen
has writer’s block, she pulls
weeds in her front yard.

These familiarities are all
in part with the upcoming
deadline for Bensen’s first
book, “No Baggage,” due out
on shelves in November. The
travel memoir documents her
and her boyfriend’s 21-day ul-
tra-minimalist vacation across

eight European countries
with only the clothes on their
backs — a trip that stretched
from Istanbul to London, Bu-
dapest at midnight to Ath-
ens at sunrise, all while roam-
ing across miles of inspiration

Bensen continued on D11

Three weeks, no baggage
and one fun book later
Freelancewriter
documentsminimalist
travel experiment.

BOOKS

Clara Bensen and Jeff Wilson
took a 21-day minimal-stuff trip
across Europe. CONTRIBUTED
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IFYOUGO
Links: en.carlton-
stmoritz.ch,
mathisfood.
ch, stmoritz.ch,
tschuggen
hotelgroup.ch
Package: Try the
Bet, a package that
includes a ride in
a bob taxi on the
Olympic bob run,
curling and a Cresta
Run beginners’
course for men. Cost
is around $3,500
per person and
includes four nights’
accommodations in
a suite or junior suite,
buffet breakfast,
massages and $100
to be used toward
food or drink in the
various restaurants.

area, so travel means
wagons — and, in the win-
ter, sleighs pulled by
horses. Badrutt persists.
“You’ll love it,” he says.
“Come back and stay for
Christmas. If you don’t
like it, I will pay your bill
myself.”

As Badrutt hoped, his
ruse worked. A handful
of guests did return for
the holidays — and they
stayed until Easter. As it
turns out, those wacky
winter sports amused
them, and the twinkling
sunlight on the mounds
of snow bedazzled them.
They sent word home
and others joined them.
The next year a whole
coterie of British revel-
ers came for the season
to partake of the wintery
landscape. These bon vi-
vants brought every-
thing they would need:
trunks of clothes, fur-
niture, fur coats — and,
of course, Champagne.
Soon, they could ski, ice
skate, snowshoe, sled
and toboggan with the
best of them. Some even
did it with glasses aloft.
Their parties were noto-
rious and attracted oth-
er beau mondes. The
years passed and the den-
izens became more be-
jeweled. Greta Garbo, Au-
drey Hepburn and Al-
fred Hitchcock were reg-
ulars. Mischief, mayhem
and networking were de
rigueur.

Today, St. Moritz’s
mood is less opulently
outrageous than classi-
cally canny. But, it’s still a
fairy tale, and at La Mar-
mite, I’m surrounded by
skiers, clad in Prada or
Bogner, and nonskiers,
donning a mélange of fur,
who have taken the funic-
ular up the mountain for
chef Reto Mathis’ lobster
bisque and truffle pizza.
After a three-hour, mul-
ticourse lunch, I man-
age to whiz down the re-

sort’s stunning wide-
opens, rather amazed
how crowd-free the re-
sort feels. The pizza has
propulsion powers, and I
shock myself at how long
I manage to continue ski-
ing after that meal. May-
be what’s driving me is
what awaits. I’m stay-
ing at the 100-year-old
Carlton, one of St. Mori-
tz’s historic hotels. Said
to have been built for the
last heir of the Roman-
ov dynasty, the Carlton
keeps its palatial bones
as an homage to the past.
But clever interiors by
Swiss designer Carlo
Rampazzi turn things de-
liciously contemporary.
Full of poetry, metaphor
and fearless color, Ram-
pazzi’s artistic ministra-
tions play up the Russian
royalty theme with sub-
tle, abstract referenc-
es: a crown here, a scar-
ab there, princely fab-
rics and the double-head-
ed eagle emblem of the
empire. All in all, the ho-
tel has the elaborate per-
fection and jaw-drop-

St.Moritz
continued from D10

ping cry for attention of a
Faberge egg. The hotel’s
meant to seduce — and it
does. I just want to stay
forever.

With more than 215
miles of pistes, loaded
with doable intermedi-
ate runs, St. Moritz is di-
vided into several sec-
tions, connected by 58
lifts. The Carlton St. Mori-
tz, like many of the vil-
lage’s grand lodges, has
its own ski shop and will
deliver you stylishly, care
of a white-gloved driver,
to the foot of whatever
mountain you choose. So
frozen an annual horse
race can be run atop
it, the hamlet’s epony-
mous lake awaits ice skat-
ers and curlers. And the
Cresta Run, if you dare,
will plummet you down
the mountain at 87 miles
per hour, a nose-bleeding
experience said by some
to be “fun.”

But, I’d rather eat a
grand lunch, ski gently,
then return to the Carl-
ton, where a heated in-
door/outdoor pool beck-
ons. I could shop a lit-
tle. There’s Gucci, Cho-
pard, Bulgari — the usu-
al subjects, and not a bar-
gain to be found. No, I
prefer to gad about the
hotel, make mischief my
own way and then end up
at the hotel’s three-Mi-
chelin-starred Da Vitto-
rio with friends. After
dinner, maybe I’ll pull
out a deck of cards and
we’ll gamble a little, like
Badrutt and those first
British tourists did. After
all, you never know what
might happen on the
back of a bet.

Skiing is one of many draws to St. Moritz, Switzerland. SWISS TOURISM

access to these places and
experiencing little sur-
prises like this.”

Smith finds ways to
make already eccentric
subjects such as the Art
Car Museum, Beer Can
House and Orange Show
in Houston all the more
bizarre.

“The Orange Show is
an incredible place to
photograph,” he says.
“I used strobe lights to
make this umbrella and
clown prominent against
the cloudy sky.”

One of Smith’s all-time
favorite shots, which cap-
tures the rippling dunes
of Monahans Sandhills
State Park with a lone oil
pump in the background,
played in his head long
before he actually shot it.
He used a very low point
of view.

“I had dreamed about
light painting the sand
dunes for 20 years,” he
says. “When I finally did
it, the shot came out even
better than I had imag-
ined. And the sand felt
good between my bare
toes.”

Texas Highways, once
published strictly for
readers interested in
building and maintain-
ing roadways, shifted in
the 1970s to become a
sort of regional version
of National Geographic,
according to Klepper. It
now attracts a readership
in the hundreds of thou-
sands.

“The print media was
the media of the time,”
Klepper writes. “And a
slow walk through the
pages of Texas Highways
inspired a generation of
Texans, some of whom
had never traveled be-
yond their own back-
yards, to explore a vision
of Texas they had never
seen before.”

Klepper identifies an
evocative Smith vision of
the Alamo as epitomizing
the magazine’s style.

“The sky above gave
off an ambient glow, the
stone columns were lit
just so, and one of the
massive wooden doors
stood ajar, casting a
warm light across the pla-
za,” Klepper writes about
what became one of the
most popular images in
the history of the maga-
zine.

When Smith first shot
the Alamo, 20 years ear-
lier, he was told to halt
by a gun-toting securi-

ty guard. In 2009, con-
ditions were more to his
suiting.

“I was left in the Ala-
mo alone to photograph
for about an hour,” he
says. “It was one of those
awe-inspiring moments
when I could almost feel
all the lives that were lost
there.”

Photographs
continued from D10

Lady Bird Lake and the Austin skyline provide the background
for Smith’s photo of a statue of Stevie Ray Vaughan.

Smith used strobe lights to make a clown and umbrella pop
out against the blue sky at Houston’s Orange Show.

J. Griffis Smith’s photo of the Alamo is one of the most popular images to appear in Texas
Highways magazine. J. GRIFFIS SMITH PHOTOS / TEXAS HIGHWAYS

Contact Michael Barnes at
512-445-3970 or mbarnes@
statesman.com.
Twitter: @outandabout
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