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Daytona rising: It’s not just for motorheads

Miles of sand, a boardwalk and pier, a famous old lighthouse, a U.S. National Wildlife
Refuge, and, of course, the Daytona International Speedway make this a fun
destination for all
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Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, circa 1888, this lighthouse stands as the
tallest lighthouse in Florida.

By: Becca Hensley Freelance Travel writer,

Who need streets? Daytona Beach, best known as the sacred nerve centre for NASCAR,
has 23-miles of hard-packed, snow-white beaches awaiting your wheels.

You won’t win any speed records as you navigate this sandy highway of people-packed,
vendor-heavy, sports enthusiast-thronged, ocean-fringed beach along Florida’s
northeast coast. The speed limit is set at just 10 miles per hour.

But hop into a convertible coupe and ramble along this famous length of sand and delve
into the old-fashioned flair and festivity of one of America’s most famous — and visited
—beaches.

At its heartbeat, the commercial section between Speedway Boulevard and Seabreeze
Boulevard, you’ll have to manoeuvre around crowds, but, further afield, you can find
nooks and crannies as tranquil and ideal for a romantic tryst as a private island
hideaway.

Between volleyball matches, paragliders, fishermen, kids building sandcastles and
surfers, the beach serves as a social gathering place for the athletically inclined.

Runners and bikers travel its winding expanse, taking advantage of its firm sand. Year
round, a boardwalk and pier hold a mélange of family-owned businesses, tailor-made
for vintage amusement. Arcades, pizza parlors, indoor and outdoor rides capture the
attention of kids of all ages. Whip beneath the stars on the roller-coaster or circle
through the briny air while seated in the immense Ferris wheel! Bumper cars crashing
and bursts of childish glee? Well, it all goes without saying.

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net

Search th

[4

Toront
My Horoscope
Brought to you by Good News
My Team
My Topics
My Writers
My Newsletters
My Comments

My Settings

more details
.‘\ -
Incredible prices on flights to the UK & Ireland!

From $699 TN * Includes ALL trves & fees

Fly direct to London, Glasgow, Manchester,
Birmingham & Dublin

¥ Watch more

Latest Travel Videos

Step back into history at the Ponce de Leon Inlet
Lighthouse

(

Top News

¥ Guvernment nightclub closure signals
death of ‘superclubs’ in the city | CJ

} " @4 NEW Massive asteroid passing Earth
this morning

» Margaret Wilson's report on TDSB comes
under fire | CJ

b Ontario's welfare computer glitches a
recurring nightmare | CJ

} " &4 Device sends White House into
lockdown ! [

» The three pillars of PM Harper's re-election
hopes: Tim Harper | CJ

} How MLSE and the Blue Jays are dealing
with the dollar dive ! £J

» Japanese clothing retailer Uniglo to open 2
flagship shops in Toronto | LJ

ritious diet can reduce cancer

" A balanced, n
risk

Page1/4


http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5214/2555164/0/2666/AdId=1075288;BnId=9;itime=287948914;nodecode=yes;link=http://adserver.adtechus.com/?adlink/5294/1352195/0/2666/AdId=6370476;BnId=1;itime=287948914;key=key1%2Bkey2%2Bkey3%2Bkey4;
http://www.thestar.com/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/thestar/search.html
https://my.thestar.com/users/sign_in
http://www.thestar.com/life/travel/traveldaytona.html
http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/investigations.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/citynights.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/the_fixer.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/reviews.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/traffic.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorials.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editors.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/public_editor.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/corrections.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorial_cartoon.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/hockey.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/baseball.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/basketball.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/football.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/soccer.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/amateur.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/tennis.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/golf.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/skating.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/curling.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/lacrosse.html
http://www.thestar.com/business.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/economy.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/personal_finance.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/tech_news.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/real_estate.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/television.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/movies.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/visualarts.html
http://www.thestar.com/life.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/technology.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/food_wine.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/travel.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/homes.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/health_wellness.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/parent.html
http://www.thestar.com/autos.html
http://www.thestar.com/photos.html
http://www.thestar.com/diversions.html
http://www.thestar.com/classifieds
http://www.thestar.com/obituaries.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2015/01/25/margaret-wilsons-report-on-the-tdsb-comes-under-fire-from-critics.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2015/01/25/margaret-wilsons-report-on-the-tdsb-comes-under-fire-from-critics.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/25/guvernment-nightclub-closure-signals-death-of-superclubs-in-the-city.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/25/guvernment-nightclub-closure-signals-death-of-superclubs-in-the-city.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/26/uniqlo-to-open-to-2-flagship-clothing-shops-in-toronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/26/uniqlo-to-open-to-2-flagship-clothing-shops-in-toronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/life.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/travel.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/travel/traveldaytona.html
http://www.reddit.com/submit
http://license.icopyright.net/3.7212?icx_id=/content/thestar/life/travel/traveldaytona/2015/01/11/daytona_rising_its_not_just_for_motorheads
http://www.thestar.com/news/2015/01/06/step_back_into_history_at_the_ponce_de_leon_inlet_lighthouse.html
http://www.adobe.com/go/getflash/
http://www.thestar.com/authors.hensley_becca.html
http://viafoura.com
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5214/2555160/0/170/AdId=6357619;BnId=1;itime=287948743;nodecode=yes;link=
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/25/guvernment-nightclub-closure-signals-death-of-superclubs-in-the-city.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/25/guvernment-nightclub-closure-signals-death-of-superclubs-in-the-city.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/01/26/massive-asteroid-passing-earth-this-morning.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2015/01/25/margaret-wilsons-report-on-the-tdsb-comes-under-fire-from-critics.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2015/01/25/margaret-wilsons-report-on-the-tdsb-comes-under-fire-from-critics.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/01/25/ontarios-welfare-computer-glitches-are-not-the-first.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/01/25/ontarios-welfare-computer-glitches-are-not-the-first.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/01/26/device-possibly-aerial-drone-sends-white-house-into-lockdown.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/01/26/device-possibly-aerial-drone-sends-white-house-into-lockdown.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/01/25/the-three-pillars-of-stephen-harpers-re-election-hopes-tim-harper.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/01/25/the-three-pillars-of-stephen-harpers-re-election-hopes-tim-harper.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/leafs/2015/01/25/mlse-blue-jays-deal-with-dollar-dive.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/leafs/2015/01/25/mlse-blue-jays-deal-with-dollar-dive.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/26/uniqlo-to-open-to-2-flagship-clothing-shops-in-toronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2015/01/26/uniqlo-to-open-to-2-flagship-clothing-shops-in-toronto.html
http://hub.thestar.com/cancer-resource/cancer-resource/141-a-balanced-nutritious-diet-can-reduce-cancer-risk
http://thekit.ca/fashion/stylish-ski-holiday/
http://www.thestar.com/business/personal_finance/2014/11/24/why_firsttime_home_buyers_are_still_taking_the_plunge.html
https://my.thestar.com/profile/show_updates
https://my.thestar.com/profile/show_weather
https://my.thestar.com/horoscopes
https://my.thestar.com/profile/show_goodnews
https://my.thestar.com/teams
https://my.thestar.com/topics
https://my.thestar.com/writers
https://my.thestar.com/newsletters
https://my.thestar.com/profile/show_comments
https://my.thestar.com/users/edit
https://my.thestar.com/articles
javascript:;

R

e

TODD KOROL / FOR TORONTO STAR

People take in the sun and good weather on Daytona Beach, which gets eight million visitors a
year to take in the beach, boardwalk, racing events, golf and wildlife.

About 10 miles south, step back into history at the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse and
Museum (see the video online at thestar.com). Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, circa 1888, this tower stands as the tallest lighthouse in Florida. Up
203 spiral steps, it soars 175 feet to offer eye-widening views of the inlet and the beach.
Accompanied by an actor dressed as a former lighthouse keeper, visitors learn about
how lighthouse employees and their families once inhabited this structure, and what
duties they performed. A museum presents an array of artifacts.

While in the area, enjoy its many nature trails and beaches. The Marine Science Center
illuminates with a variety of activities, including a “stingray touch-pool,” marine bird
identification course, and sea turtle rehabilitation program. For those yearning for
volunteer vacation possibilities, the centre has options for children and adults, as well
as many summer camps, training programs, and events in its party space.

Pedal the Loop, a 65-km. scenic circle, made for bike travel. (Bike rental shops abound
in Daytona. The Loop can be traversed on foot, by motorcycle or automobile, too.)
Mounted atop a sturdy bike, marvel at the plentiful birds and wildlife. At the slower
pace, you will likely see skunks, opossum, armadillos, raccoons, and countless birds,
including pelicans, gannets, egrets and herons. Ornithologists believe that nearly 200
species of our feathered friends can be spotted here. Winding roads take you beneath
canopies of oak trees, beside ponds and through acres of Florida’s undeveloped,
natural landscapes.

Paddle a canoe through Lake Woodruff National Wildlife Refuge, a migratory bird
sanctuary. Near DeLeon Springs, the terrain of the 21,500-acre protected habitat
varies from swamp to creeks to marshland. Scan it with binoculars to see waterfowl and
marsh birds who linger all year long. Always wanted to glimpse a limpkin? Find one at
Woodruff, one of the parks in Florida where a birder has the chance for the rare
opportunity. Fisherman cast for bream, bluegill, largemouth bass, and jackfish in the
refuge’s waters. To join in the fun, you must have a Florida freshwater fishing license.

Daytona is a place for spectator sport. The legendary marriage between Daytona and
auto racing continues today at the Daytona International Speedway. Daytona Rising,
the race track complex, has been overhauled to the tune of $400 million, and will open
in time for the Rolex 24 in late January. From the iconic Daytona 500, to the newer
Coke Zero 400 and Bike Week festivities, the race track draws tons of fans annually.
Those who want a hands-on driving adventure can enroll in driving school via the
Richard Petty Driving Experience. Spin high velocity laps around the track with your
own hands on the wheel and an instructor at your side. Or, opt for being a white-
knuckled passenger and leave the driving to your “personal” professional.

No matter how you look it, visitors to Daytona Beach are discovering a retreat that
showcases its racing heritage and recognizes its landscape and many other attractions.
With a host of new hotels and restaurants, and activities that make it easy to enjoy the
region’s natural wonders, a trip to Daytona is more than just gearhead’s stop-over en
route to Orlando.

It’s a destination, itself.
Events to look for

Mild weather, a burgeoning food and brew culture, and a history of understanding the
fine art of celebration makes Daytona Beach ideal for festivals of all kinds. Here are
some upcoming events worth a visit:

Rolex 24 at Daytona, Jan. 24-25: The Rolex 24 rolls into Daytona Beach for 24
hours of non-stop excitement that celebrates the power and prestige of North
America’s premier sports car event, at the Daytona International Speedway.

Wine and Chocolate Walk, Feb. 7: Home to Angell & Phelps, creators of handmade
chocolate on Beach Street since 1925, Daytona Beach goes hedonistic with this fine-
wine- and chocolate-tasting event.
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Speedweeks, featuring the Daytona 500, Feb. 14-22: A series of pre-races lead
up to the Daytona 500.

Bike Week, Mar. 6-15: Daytona Beach welcomes the “World’s Largest Motorcycle
Event” to the “World’s Most Famous Beach” with concerts, street festivals and
manufacturer showcases.

Spring Family Beach Break, Mar. 16-31: Spring break with a filter. Daytona makes

sure kids enjoy their vacation with old-fashioned activities, such as sand castle building

\ From around the web
and s’mores.

Spring Turkey Run, Mar. 27-29: Can you run faster than a car? Find out during this
event, which also attracts auto-lovers to the annual classic car show.

P1 AquaX Grand Prix of the Sea, Apr. 25-26: The personal watercraft competition
event features a new style of watercraft competition for sea-riding enthusiasts and :
spectators alike. - Living with terror: ~ From Stardom To
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